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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March 3, 1989 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser 
Neuberger & Berman 
522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10036 


Dear Joe: 
Thanks for the fine photocopies of the 6d RI 1743/44 redated 1746. 


Having never seen an example, I am glad to correct the date when the 
SPEARMUS spelling change took place in 1747. 


I will add Jonathan Nichols but I want you to be sure his signature 
is not written over another signature. I am aware of the differences 
in writing of Benjamin Nichols. 


Now as to the OTI mystery. I had already solved it on old page 336. 
The O is a decorative loop. The T.I. is the engraver who added his 
name when he was adding 1746 to the face plate. It is curious he only 
put his initials on the 6d so far as my records show. Poor Old Tenor 
died again. 


>! 


Thanks again for your help. Bey 


Sincerely, 


EPN: bv 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 


119 CUSHMAN ROAD 
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Eric R Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


June 15, 1990 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser 
Neuberger & Berman 
522 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10036 


Dear Joe: 


Ben Franklin as a printer of paper money would have enjoyed being bound in 
marbled paper, having his spine embossed in gold, and being protected by a 
beautiful slipcover. In fact, he enjoyed being in a bind. 


Thus, as a devotee of Franklin, I too am in ecstasy over the specially bound 
copy of The Early Paper Money of America which you were thoughtful enough 
to arrange to be sent to me. 


You were of enormous help to my pet project and I am glad I had three opportunities 
to try to get it in acceptable form. You are most generous in your respect 

for the work. This coffee table beauty will never see a coffee table, as 

I treasure it too much to risk a spill. 


Thank you for your kind and generous gift. 





EPN: bv 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 
119 CUSHMAN ROAD 
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JOSEPH R. LASSER 
119 CUSHMAN ROAD 


SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 
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Eric PR Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 


June 6, 1991 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser 
119 Cushman Road + 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 


Dear Joe: 
I have almost recovered from jet lag. 


My wife took me on a mystery trip, as you know, and I packed for the Arctic, 
the desert, the beach, the jungle and city life. She packed the suitcase 
secretly and hid all the other items so I didn't know where I was going. 

In fact, there was some question as to whether that is still my existing 
condition. In any event, we went to Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
etc. over my birthday. 


Yesterday I checked my North Carolina collection, and you are absolutely 
right that I do not have the 40 shilling note from 1758. I thank you 
for not only your thoughtfulness but the "beyond the call of friendship" 
diligence with which you undertook to find something for me which would 
make a lasting impression. It is a lovely item to have. You said you 
would cut your throat if I already had it, and I certainly would have 
had a problem if I had it already. Your throat is indispensable. 


I am very grateful for your kindness in giving me my most interesting 
present. 


Again, may I express how effective your talk was at COAC. I wonder what 
reaction you will have from those who still hope that the Jacobs family 
were other than Quakers. 


Please stay in good health and good spirits, as we have a lot of things 
to do together in the future. 


4 aa 
ye 
My best. 
Sincerely, 
Eric Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louts, Missouri 63105 


June 27, 1991 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser 
Neuberger & Berman 
522 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10036 


Dear Joe: 
Thank you sincerely for your congratulations. I was totally surprised 
by the award. If I knew what Heavy Metal music was, I would have it 


played when and if I wore my new medal. I hope similar things happen 


POR VOGUE MOM MMM Mteeriny SO)Cg ea 8 i peetee oe 


Sincerely, 
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ric tod 
EPN: bv we 


JOSEPH R. LASSER 


605 THIRD AVENUE 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10158-3698 


September 1, 1992 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc, 
P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis), M0) 63078 


Dear Eric: 


The field of numismatics lost one of the most admired 


members of its community with Lester Merkin's passing on July 
Zuatalite 


Lester was unique -- as each of us is across the spectrum 
of human society. Lester's special characteristics made him 
extraordinary to the benefit of everyone he knew. Quiet, kind, 


diplomatic -- with an alert mind and impeccable standards of 
integrity, Lester was sought after for his knowledge, acuity 
and honesty by everyone involved in numismatics -- and Lester 


responded with care, concern and exceptional performance. 


Looking ahead, it seems fitting that Lester's name be 
carried forward to numismatists of the 21st century by 
dedicating a portion of the American Numismatic Society's 
facilities to Lester. 


As a friend, would you, could you, help fund such an 
effort by making a contribution to the American Numismatic 
Society Lester Merkin Memorial Fund? It would be heartwarming 
to see Lester's name continuing to be a constructive influence 
in the field of numismatics. 





seph R. Lasser 


THE AMERICAN-NUMISMATIC-SOCIETY 


(FOUNDED 18 N RPORATED 1865S) 


BROADWAY AT 1567#-ST 


New -YorkK: NY. 10032 
(212) 234-3130 


OctobeRn 177, 1992 
Dear Eric, 


Ruth and I are looking forward to 
seeing you at our get-together on 
November 6, the evening before COAC 1992 
at the ANS. We are gathering at the 
Princeton Club, 15 West 43rd Street (just 
off 5th Avenue) at 6:00 PM - open bar 
followed by dinner. Spouses are welcome. 


Please reply by phone to the ANS 
(212/234-3130) at your convenience. I do 
hope you can join us. 


x Ss truly, 
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From the desk of JOSEPH R. LASSER 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Joseph Lasser October 27, 1993 
New York City, New York 


Dear Joe: 


We are very appreciative of the loan of paper money containing 
signers of ‘the U.S. Constitution: They celebrated that 
bicentennial and were of great interest long beyond that. Many 
people enjoyed seeing them. 

We are returning them herewith with all of the pictorial and 
text material. Photocopies of the items are enclosed. 

We certainly recognize the work which went into the 
preparation of the exhibit. 


Thanks ain, 


Eric P. Newman 
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‘COIN CHART MANUAL, 
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CONTAINING 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser June 16, 1994 
Newberger and Berman 

605 Madison Ave 

New York, NY 10158-3698 


Dear Joe: 


I acquired an undated price list of electrotypes of coins 
issued by 





Charles Ender, Jr. 
51 Sheriff St. 
New York City 
who had just moved to 
SA Heo Site hee oier. 


He was a dealer in Indian Relics and coins. 

At your convenience could you let me know from the directories 
the period he operated in each location. I am guessing it is 
around 1875 but have no data. 


Fascinating electrotype pieces (25 ¢ each) 


No rush. Thanks so much. Your continual cooperation is 
sincerely appreciated. 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Allan Pendergrass April 28, 1995 
11707 Mandarin Forest Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 22223 


Dear Mr. Pendergrass: 


Your letter about the Non Vi Vitute Vici coin arrived. You 
should obtain complete pictures of the piece as putting together 
the parts you sent does not produce a full coin. The appearance 
looks like a normally worn copper piece, but I cannot tell if it 
is genuine, an electrotype, a cast, or plated until I examine 4Ce 
You told me it was silver. 

If you do not send it to us we can give no opinion. You will 
have to pay insured return costs if you send it and be sure to send 
it insured. 


Very truly yours, 


Cn 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 6, 1995 


Mr. Joseph R. Lasser 
Neuberger & Berman 

605 Third Avenue 

New York, NY 10158-3698 


Dear Joe: 
You worked so hard to locate Charles Enders, the seller of electrotype coins, 
in New York City, that I thought you should know the final facts. I was looking 
up an article in A.J.N. and the magazine fell open to the advertising. The result 
is enclosed. 

Sincerely, 


we Newman 


EPN:bv 


1885. | AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. Q 


BALMANNO. COLLECTION. 


Ir is with pleasure that I announce, to Numismatists and Collectors of rare 
and fine 





ENGLISH, IRISH AND SCOTCH COINS, 


that I shall present for public competition, about May 5th, the well known cabinet 
of 


Mr. ALEXANDER BALMANNO, of Brooklyn, New York. 


This Collection has been accumulated during the past twenty-five years, and 
is replete with the choicest specimens culled from all American Sales within that 
period, besides liberal importations from Europe. The Mickley,. Cohen, Clay, 
Stenz, Root, Moore, and other distinguished cabinets furnished their quota of 
rarities; and it is seldom that such a continuous array of gems in any series is 
found in a single Collection. 

The Catalogue will be ready early in April, wherein the fullest details as 
to description and condition, will be found. An edition will be issued having four 
heliotype plates, which will contain some of the choicest pieces,—this will be 
furnished before the Sale at 65 cents, or neatly priced in red ink after the Sale, 
at $1.25. 

The Catalogue without plates will be sent to Collectors free on application. 


LYMAN H. LOW, Numismatist, 
838 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 
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NUMISMATIC BOOKS, INDIAN RELICS, CURIOSITIES, ANTIQUITIES, 
POSTAGE STAMPS, ETC. 


FOREIGN COINS A SPECIALTY. 
(Send Stamp for new Catalogue. 





CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 
Published Quarterly by the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal, Canada. 


Subscription, $1.50 Canadian currency, per annum, in advance, payable to GEO. A. HOLMES, 
P. O. Box 1310, Montreal. 


Mr. Joseph Lasser September 24, 1997 


Dear Joe: 


The celebration in honor of you and Ruth was a delight to all 
who had the privilege to be present. Evelyn and I enjoyed the 
events to the utmost. We noted that your talk received a maximum 
of applause indicating its appreciation by not only friends and 
relatives but by quantities of outsiders. We made new 
acquaintanceships with some of your old friends. 

We thank you for your generosity to Colonial Williamsburg and 
to us. We were glad to meet members of your family and see them 
revel in your accomplishments. 

It was an affair to remember. 


Your devoted pals, 
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119 CUSHMAN ROAD 
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Mr. Joseph Lasser September 8, 1998 


Dear Joe: 


In our talk today you said you were going to donate more of 
your foreign coins which circulated in America. 

I just acquired a rare gold coin scale of 1749 and enclose a 
picture and written detail of its label. It is from Boston when 
the exchange rate stabilized. The engraver was Thomas Johnston of 
Boston. 

I have never collected European coins which circulated in the 
colonies, but if you wish to donate a few examples to the above 
organization it would be helpful. It is a fully qualified 
501 (c) (3) operating foundation. 

The 36 shilling sterling piece mentioned is a_ single 
Johannes, the 18 shilling is a half Johannes, and the 9 shilling 
piece is a quarter Johannes of Portugal. The Spanish pieces are 
pistoles. 

I have other scales with a few different coins described, but 
this is the best. 

It was a pleasure talking to you. 


Numismatically yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


Joseph R. Lasser September 18, 1998 


Dear Joe: 


The book on Columbia Cobs has such exciting covers that I 
studied them carefully before I peeked inside. When I began to 
read I almost forgot I was reading Spanish because coin language 


is universal. Then I began to look at the illustrations and 
realized how many thousand pieces had to be examined to find dates 
and readable insignia. The normal item must lack such features 


because of the crude production so I truly appreciate what you and 
Jorge have done. The comparative detail of the device elements is 
beautifully done and I had no idea it was so complex. To be a 
coauthor with a scholar who obviously is so outstanding must mean 
he deeply respects your input. I congratulate you for taking the 
corn off the cob. Thank you so much. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Joseph Lasser January 29, 2001 
119 Cushman Rd. 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 


Dear Joe: 


What a surprise to read your commentary on SPMC history on pagse 147 of Paper 
Money for January 2001. I was not even aware of the 40" Anniversary publication and 
then by accident I see your name in the recollections portion and naturally read it. 

I thank you for the kind words about the book in which you were such a great 
inspiration and great contributor. It was (and is) a project of fun and devotion. 

As you say “Asper Ad Astra” 





Your life long friend, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Joseph R. Lasser ie March 13, 2001 
119 Cushman Rd. 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 


Dear Joe: 


The September 2, 1776 excerpt from the Journals of the Continental Congress 
which you quickly located and of which I was unaware is a wonderful help. It proves 
you are right in not being able to date my scale and also gives me a new factor to 
consider. The scale uses the word "Cents". The Journals use "Dollars" and "parts of a 
dollar" and also use decimals to six places under "value in Dollars". The omission of any 
reference to "Cents" leads me toward a later date. Does this make cents or not? 

Thanks so much for your help on this matter. I can always rely on new input from 


you. 


Thrive, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Joseph R. Lasser March 13, 2001 
119 Cushman Rd. : 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 Eo 


Dear Joe: 


Now I can appreciate your superb quality of research and devotion to the Nuevo 
Reino coinage. The fact that this edition is in English helps but the illustrations, the 
clarity of explanation and the sketches of insignia are even more important. Hail 
Columbia! It is as delicious as coin on the cob. za 

I treasure your inscription in the volume you sent me and hope you will keep on 
sharing your knowledge with others. 


Thrive, 


Enc P. Newman 
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To: Joseph Lasser October 9, 2001 
From: Eric P. Newman 


1 have studied the illustration of the $40 April 11, 1778 Yorktown Continental 
Currency bill which you sent me from the September 21, 200] Currency Auctions of 
America Lot # $024. It is a counterfeit as you determined. It is the third counterfeit 
listed in my book but the description of the counterfeit in the book was mostly derived 
from the official broadside and is not very clear. Accordingly I have revised the 
description in my notes for any next edition. I have all three counterfeit varieties. 


Thank you for calling this to my attention. Continue to keep me posted. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Joseph Lasser January 14, 2003 
Newberger & Berman 

605 Third Ave 

New York City, NY 10158-3698 


Dear Joe: 

As I informed you we located in England two items I thought would please you. 
These should go nicely with your Portuguese gold collection. Both are English 18" 
century coin weights to test the weight of Portuguese gold coins circulating in both 
England and America. They were kept in pocket balances. 

Moidore in brass dated 1748. Withers # 1486 

Half moidore in brass. Withers # 1435 


Enjoy them as they prove the circulation of Portuguese gold in England and her 
colonies. 


Keep collecting, 
Vy 


Eric P. Newman 





FROM : MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 34145165903 Jan. 14 2003 02:47PM Pl 


Mr. Joseph Lasser January 14, 2003 
Newberger & Berman 

605 Third Ave 

New York City, NY 10158-3698 


Dear Joe: 

As linformed you we located in England two items I thought would please you. 
These should go nicely with your Portuguese gold collection. Both are English 18" 
century coin weights to test the weight of Portuguese gold coins circulating in both 
England and America. They were kept in pocket balances. 

Moidore in brass: dated 1748. Withers # 1486 

Half moidore in brass. Withers # 1435 


Enjoy them as they prove the circulation of Portuguese gold in England and her 
colonies, 


Keep collecting, 


Eric P, Newman 


- JOSEPH R. LASSER 
22 Glenbrooke Drive « White Plains, N.Y. 10605-5008 
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